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MINISTERS REFUSE WHINASH WIND FARM APPLICATION 

Ministers have rejected an application to construct a wind farm on common land at Whinash, near Tebay in Cumbria.

Energy Minister Malcolm Wicks and Rural Affairs Minister Jim Knight have accepted the recommendations of the Inspector, Mr David Rose, who held a public inquiry last year, to refuse permission for a 27 turbine wind farm at Bretherdale and Roundthwaite commons, near Tebay.

Both Ministers accept Mr Rose's conclusions that the effects on the landscape and its value for recreation would be so serious that they would outweigh the benefits of securing a renewable energy source and the need to address climate change.

Mr Wicks said:

"Tackling global warming is critical but we must also nurture the immediate environment and wildlife. This is at the crux of the debate over wind energy.

"On this occasion, we agree with the independent inspector that the impact on the landscape and recreation would outweigh the benefits in terms of reducing carbon emissions.

"I know there was both support and opposition to the Whinash development but I hope the winner here is the planning system, which has to be robust in its assessment of the merits of each proposal. Our commitment to renewable energy is remains firm."

Mr Knight said:

"In reaching this decision, we considered the interests of the land owners, commoners and those with other access rights, and visitors to the area now and in the future. We balanced these against the implications for energy sourcing and climate change.

"I am satisfied with the Inspector's finding that the adverse impact of the proposals on the landscape, and the value of the area for recreation are, in this instance, of greater importance than the benefits in providing a source of renewable energy. Based on these findings, the decision to reject the application is a clear one."

Notes to Editors:
1. Section 194 of the Law of Property Act 1925 consent is required in situations where a proposal requires the use of common land. When deciding whether to give or withhold consent under section 194, Ministers are required to consider both "the benefit of the neighbourhood" and the "private interests" in the land. The "benefit of the neighbourhood" is defined as including the health, comfort and convenience of the inhabitants of any populated places in or near any parish in which the land is situated, and is considered in the context of the enjoyment of the common as an open space. The "private interests" are defined as including the advantage of the persons interested in the common i.e. soil owners and persons entitled to common rights.

2. Applications were made to the DTI for consent to construct and operate the wind turbines under Section 36 of the Electricity Act 1989 and for planning permission to be deemed to be granted under section 90(2) of the town and Country Planning Act 1990. Section 36 consent is required for proposals to build power stations with a capacity of more than 50 megawatts.

3. Defra and DTI appointed an independent inspector to hold a public inquiry into the applications, which ran from April to June 2005.

4. A copy of the Inspector's report is available from the Common Land Branch, Defra, Zone 1/05 Temple Quay House, 2 The Square, Temple Quay, Bristol BS1 6EB. Tel: 0117 372 8006.

5. Copies of the section 36 decision letter is available from Gary Mohammed, DTI, Room 2121, 1 Victoria Street, London SW1H 0ET email: gary.mohammed@dti.gov.uk
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