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Climate Change

Either side of the anthropogenic global warming (AGW) debate

ïAl  Goreôs film ó An Inconvenient Truthô

In this country there is a High Court* ruling that it must be presented with 
counterbalance in schools to prevent it being seen as political indoctrination and 
so contravening the education acts

óThe Great Global Warming Swindleô

This has been seriously criticised but not legally discredited

County Durham Climate Change Action Plan

This is based on evidence from the IPCC, Third Assessment Report 2001 that 
attributes most of the warming over the last 50 years  to human activity 

The design and printing of the plan have been funded by NPower

From The High Court Judgement * The snows of Kilimanjaro  (Error14)

ñMr Gore asserts in scene 7 that the disappearance of snow on Mt Kilimanjaro is expressly attributable to 
global warming, a point that specifically impressed Mr Milibandò 



Glaciers at the top of Kilimanjaro  2004  

Photo by Elizabeth Mann



Solar Panels on Kilimanjaro 2004

The right development in the right place!
Photo by Elizabeth Mann



CPRE View in 1999

Å The solution does not lie in weakening planning protection for the countryside, but in 
ruling out environmentally damaging schemes from the start and developing a wider range 
of renewable technologies

Å This is not so much about landscape preservationists triumphing over green-energy 
developers  as about failureof successive governments to deliver effective policies to expand 
renewable energy.                                                                1999 Jan  The Times  Lilli Matson 
CPRE

Barningham High Moor Conservation Group (BHMCG) successfully fought in 1998

the proposal for Barningham High Moor wind farm, then the largest in England:

Å Refused by the Local Planning Authority, at Public Inquiry and in High Court   Success!

Å Proposals for the North Pennines did not progress     Success!

Å Rookhope Weardale AONB largest  proposal then in Europe withdrawn          Success!

BHMCG always stated the need for energy efficiency and energy conservation whilst 
concerned        that selective truths and oft-cited statistics were used by the Industry



CPRE View in 2008     Wind Sceptic not Anti
Planning protection is paramount      

CPRE is calling on the government to stop wind farm developers offering goodwill 
payments to host communities  It has called for the removal of key Clause151 in the Planning 
Bill, being debated in the House of Lords. This relates to the rights of residents to complain or 
seek compensation over noise, pollution or disruption caused by the operation of major 
infrastructure projects

Planning 0ct 2008                                  Paul Miner, senior planning campaigner CPRE

ñClimate change is the overwhelming threat to the environment but it would be madness to 
desecrate the countryside, one of the nationôs most valued environmental  assets, in tackling 
it.ò 

Sunday Times July 2008 Neil Sinden, policy director of CPRE

ñPPS 22 Companion guide has not squared the circle on local consultation where there is 
pressure for action on Global warming to override negative local impacts arising from 
renewable energy developmentò

Planning  Jan 2005 Andrea Davies CPRE

* Marcus Trinick, who specialises in wind farms, points out that projects do not bring jobs to 
an area so there is a need   to contribute something to the host communities! 

Comment:  To complain or seek compensation must remain a fundamental right                        

So what are BWEAôs views on the need for onshore wind? 



For CPRE Conference Nov 1st   Slides Courtesy of  BWEA Jan 

Matthiesen, Head of Onshore wind

Response from BWEA

Whether you believe that the planning system is 
being weakened by climate change policy 

depends on your perspective.

Wind energy addresses not only 
climate change objectives, but also 
provides:

- A secure energy source
- An infinite energy source
- A cheap energy source



But just taking climate change é

If you believe that climate change poses a 
great and unprecedented threat to 
landscape and species  across the world, 
only halted by dramatic cuts in 
greenhouse gas emissions, we need to 
use clean energy technologies . 

From this perspective it is essential that 
climate change policy sit at the heart of 
the planning system.



Facts not Fiction   

My books óForce10ô, óForce10 Companion Guideô and óThe Summary of the long fight to 
save Barningham High Moorô have under provisions of the Legal Deposit Libraries Act 
2003, been deposited with: 

The British Library, Bodleian Library, University of Oxford, Cambridge University
National Library of Scotland ,National Library of Wales and Trinity College Dublin

Å The only true account of the High Moor to High Court battle was written and financed 
personally to correct the misinformation elsewhere. This included the DTI website and an 
Open University book on Renewables

Å óForce10ô and its óCompanion Guideô were written later as pieces of social history.

Copies of all are buried on the High Moor and  available on www.wind-farm.co.uk so future 
generations will know how hard we fought to protect their heritage

Success recorded  locally and globally! 

Two refusals by full council and dismissal at the public inquiry were still not enough for 
National Wind Power who then intimated they would have to review the whole of their 
future operations unless the decision was overturned in the High Court  

They threatened to stop building turbines in the UK!.       Promisesé.

1999 Legal planning defeat for wind in NE England  Our land mark success



A decade of workshops, campaigns, seminars to promote 

onshore wind followed

Å Described in detail on slides 11-21 so only a brief reference here :

Å Regional workshops for Councillors and Planners Wind Energy and Planning

Å Embrace the Revolution 1/Embrace the Revolution 2 (Current)

Å DTI Its Only Natural Campaign and flawed Case Studies 

Å Creation of a Renewables Advisory Board (High wind profile) 

Å PPS22 and its Companion Guide (No pubic consultation it seems and óflawed óCase 
studies)  Other PPS s

Å Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act

Å Changes to Planning policies still ongoing (IPC)

Introduction of the Renewables Obligation RO with the accompanying certificates ROCs

Still not explained simply to us, the consumers who pay for it 

Å Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act

Å Regional  Spatial Strategy  (RSS) 

Å Parliamentary guide to wind farm development

Å Wind Power in The UK by Sustainable Development Commission (SDC)

Å A Myth busting DVD by BWEA

Å The South West Protocol. 

Å Protocol for Public Engagement with Proposed Wind Energy Developments in England 
2007       

Å Onshore Wind Energy Planning Conditions  Guidance Note  BERR in 2007

(RSS) Many in the NE are unaware of RSS or its implicationsé.. those W areas for wind!



Those Ws. Page 31 PPS 22 Companion Guide.
.Adrian Smith displayed this map at the New and Renewable Energy Centre (NAREC) launch 

Blyth Feb 2005 and at the Onshore Wind Awareness Raising Forum 2008 by  Greens 

Campaigns Ltd in Darlington, (Fed into the RSS)



Consultation late in 2003 showed considerable opposition to wind development

between the A66 and the Stang Forest (Barningham area) 

Result:  Removal of that W in the final version of the RSS 

Success!


